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*Life-sustaining treatments include but are not limited to 
intubation, ventilator support, CPR, transfusion of blood products, 
dialysis or other forms of renal support, institution of
medications to support blood pressure or cardiac function, or a 
specific surgical, interventional or radiological procedure (e.g.
decompressive craniectomy, operation for hemorrhage control, 
angiography).

Advanced Directive Limiting Care

START
Does the patient have 
a written request to 
limit life-sustaining 

treatment?*

Was the patient’s 
care restricted due 

to this written 
request?

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes.”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No
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Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Was the written request 
signed and dated by the 
patient or their designee 

prior to arrival at your 
center?

Yes No

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”



*The NTDS definition is consistent with the 
American Psychological Association (APA) DSM 5, 
2013. Refer to the APA  and/or the TPM/TMD for 
more information. 

Alcohol Use Disorder

START
Is the patient’s past 

medical history 
available?

Report “NK/NR”
Does the patient have a 
diagnosis of alcohol use 
disorder documented?

Are there descriptors consistent with 
the DSM 5 diagnostic criteria of alcohol 

use disorder documented that were 
present prior to injury?*

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes.”

Yes No

Yes

No

Yes No
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Was the alcohol use 
disorder present 
prior to injury?

No

Yes

Did they have these 
descriptors/criteria 

prior to injury?

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

NoYes

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes.”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”



*Include a diagnosis of microvascular angina, 
Prinzmetal's angina, stable angina, unstable angina, 
and variant angina.  The NTDS definition is consistent 
with the American Heart Association (AHA), July 2015.

Angina Pectoris

START
Is the patient’s past 

medical history 
available?

Report “NK/NR”
Does the patient have a 

diagnosis of angina 
documented?*

Was the angina 
present prior to 

injury?

Yes No

Yes

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm
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Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes.”

Yes

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No
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Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No



*Examples of commonly prescribed medications 
that interfere with blood clotting. This list is not all-
inclusive. If medication meets the definition criteria 
and is not included in the list, report Element Value 
“1. Yes”.

Anticoagulant Therapy

START
Is the patient’s 
past medical 

history available?

Report “NK/NR”

Does the patient’s active 
medication list include an 

anticoagulant, 
antiplatelet, thrombin 

inhibitor, or thrombolytic 
agent?*

Was the patient 
prescribed the medication 

prior to injury?

Was the active 
medication 

ONLY aspirin?

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No
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Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No

Yes

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No
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Attention Deficit Disorder/Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADD/ADHD)

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”
Is there a diagnosis of 

ADD/ADHD documented 
in the medical record?

Did the patient require 
medication to treat 

their ADD/ADHD prior 
to ED/hospital arrival?

Was ADD/ADHD 
present prior to 

ED/hospital 
arrival?

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
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Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”
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*The NTDS definition is consistent with the 
American Society of Hematology, 2015.

Bleeding Disorder

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”
Is there a diagnosis of a 

bleeding disorder 
documented?*

Was the bleeding 
disorder present 
prior to injury?

Does the patient’s 
bleeding disorder 

cause their blood not 
to clot properly?**

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
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Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

**Some examples of bleeding disorders that affect 
blood clotting are hemophilia, von Willenbrand
Disease, Factor V Leiden. If the bleeding disorder 
does not cause the patient’s blood to clot properly, 
e.g. sickle cell disease, report Element Value “2. 
No.” Consult with the TPM or TMD if questioning a 
specific diagnosis.
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Cerebral Vascular Accident (CVA)

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”

Is there a diagnosis of a 
CVA (embolic, thrombotic, 

or hemorrhagic) 
documented?

Was there persistent residual motor 
sensory or cognitive dysfunction as a 
result of the CVA prior to injury (e.g., 

hemiplegia, hemiparesis, aphasia, 
sensory deficit, impaired memory)?

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes

No

Yes No
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Was the CVA 
present prior to 

injury?

No

Yes

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”



*The NTDS definition is consistent with the World 
Health Organization (WHO), 2019. 

The terms ‘chronic bronchitis’ and ‘emphysema’ 
are included in the COPD diagnosis.

Asthma, diffuse interstitial fibrosis, and/or 
sarcoidosis are excluded from the NTDS definition.

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD)

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”Is there a diagnosis of 
COPD documented?*

Was the COPD 
present prior 

to injury?

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No
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Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes.”

Yes

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No



*Include patients with chronic renal failure that 
was present prior to injury that required renal 
replacement therapy but were not compliant or 
declined therapy.

Chronic Renal Failure

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”
Is there a diagnosis of 
chronic renal failure 

documented?

Did the patient require periodic 
peritoneal dialysis, hemodialysis, 

hemofiltration, or hemodiafiltration prior 
to their injury for chronic renal failure?*

Yes No

Yes

No

Yes No
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Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Was the chronic 
renal failure 

present prior to 
injury?

Yes

No

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”



Cirrhosis

START
Is the patient’s past 

medical history 
available?

Report “NK/NR”
Is there a diagnosis of 

cirrhosis documented?*

Is there a diagnosis of end-
stage liver disease 

documented?

Is there documentation of prior or present 
esophageal or gastric varices, portal 

hypertension, previous hepatic 
encephalopathy, or ascites with notation of 

liver disease?

Yes No

Yes No

No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm

Consistent with the most recent version of the 2022 NTDS Data Dictionary
Refer to complete NTDS definition for additional information 

*In lieu of a diagnosis of cirrhosis, documentation 
of cirrhosis by diagnostic imaging studies or a 
laparotomy/laparoscopy may be used.

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”
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Yes

Was the cirrhosis 
present prior to injury?

Yes

Was the end-stage 
liver disease 

present prior to 
injury?

Yes

No

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Yes No



*Congenital anomalies are limited to the listed 
groups of congenital anomalies. Consult with the 
TPM or TMD if questioning a specific diagnosis.

Congenital Anomalies

START Is the patient < 18 
years-of-age?

Report “NA”

Is there a diagnosis of a 
cardiac, pulmonary, body 
wall, CNS/spinal, GI, renal, 
orthopedic, or metabolic 
anomaly documented?*

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes.”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No
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Is the patient’s past 
medical history available?

Report “NK/NR”

NoYes



Congestive Heart Failure (CHF)

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”
Is there a diagnosis 

of CHF 
documented?

Was pulmonary edema with 
onset of increasing 

symptoms within 30 days 
prior to injury documented?

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
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Was the CHF present 
prior to injury?

Yes

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”



*Limited to patients who smoked cigarettes. 
Patients who reported smoking cigars, pipes, or 
smokeless tobacco are excluded from the NTDS 
definition.

Current Smoker

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”

Is there documentation 
that the patient reported 
smoking cigarettes every 
day or some days within 
the 12 months prior to 

injury?*

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes.”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm
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*Limited to patients who were in active chemotherapy 
treatment for cancer and does not include patients with a 
distant history of receiving chemotherapy for cancer.
Chemotherapy may include, but is not restricted to, oral and 
parenteral treatment with chemotherapeutic agents for 
malignancies such as colon, breast, lung, head and neck, and
gastrointestinal solid tumors as well as lymphatic and 
hematopoietic malignancies such as lymphoma, leukemia, 
and multiple myeloma. 

Currently Receiving Chemotherapy for Cancer

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”
Was the patient currently 
receiving chemotherapy 

for cancer prior to 
injury?*

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes.”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm
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Dementia

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”
Is there a diagnosis 

of dementia 
documented?

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm
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Was the dementia 
present prior to 

injury?

Yes No

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”



*Include patients whose diabetes mellitus required 
exogenous parenteral insulin or an oral 
hypoglycemic agent but were non-compliant with 
treatment.

Diabetes Mellitus

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report 
“NK/NR”

Is there a diagnosis 
of diabetes mellitus 

documented?

Did the patient’s diabetes mellitus 
require exogenous parenteral 

insulin or an oral hypoglycemic 
agent prior to their injury?*

Yes No

Yes

No

Yes No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm
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Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”
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Yes

Was the 
diabetes mellitus 
present prior to 

injury?

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”



*Include patients who have cancer that has spread 
to one or more sites in addition to the primary site 
AND in whom the presence of multiple metastases 
indicates the cancer is widespread, fulminant, or 
near terminal. Another term describing 
disseminated cancer is “metastatic cancer.”

Disseminated Cancer

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”

Is there a diagnosis of 
cancer that has spread to 

one or more sites 
documented?*

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm
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Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Yes

Was the cancer 
present prior to 

injury?

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No



*Activities of daily living include bathing, feeding, 
dressing, toileting, and walking. Consult with the 
TPM or TMD if questioning a specific pre-injury 
functional status.

Functionally Dependent Health Status

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”

Does the patient have 
cognitive or physical 

limitations related to a 
pre-existing condition?

Was the patient partially dependent or 
completely dependent upon equipment, 

devices, or another person to complete some 
or all age-appropriate activities of daily living 
(ADLs) because of their cognitive or physical 

limitation?*

Yes No

Yes

No

Yes No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm
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Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes

Was the cognitive or 
physical limitation 

present prior to injury?

No

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes” Copyright 2022 American College of Surgeons



*Include patients who were non-compliant with 
prescribed antihypertensive medication to treat 
their hypertension.

Hypertension

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”
Is there a diagnosis 

of hypertension 
documented?

Did the patient’s hypertension 
require antihypertensive 

medication?*

Yes No

No

Yes No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm
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Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”
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Was the 
hypertension 

present prior to 
injury?

Yes

Yes

No

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”



Mental/Personality Disorders

START
Is the patient’s past 

medical history 
available?

Report “NK/NR”

Was the patient diagnosed with one of the following mental/personality disorders*:
• Schizophrenia
• Bipolar Disorder
• Major Depressive Disorder
• Social Anxiety Disorder
• Posttraumatic Stress Disorder
• Antisocial Personality Disorder

Was the patient treated for one of the following mental/personality disorders*:
• Schizophrenia
• Bipolar Disorder
• Major Depressive Disorder
• Social Anxiety Disorder
• Posttraumatic Stress Disorder
• Antisocial Personality Disorder

Yes No

Yes

No

2021 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm

Consistent with the most recent version of the 2022 NTDS Data Dictionary
Refer to complete NTDS definition for additional information 

*Consistent with the APA DSM 5, 2013. Refer to the 
APA and/or the TPM/TMD or behavioral health for 
more information.
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Was the 
mental/personality 

disorder present prior 
to injury?

Yes

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No

Was the treatment for the 
mental/personality disorder prior to injury?

Yes

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Yes

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”



Myocardial Infarction (MI)

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”Is there a diagnosis of 
myocardial infarction 

documented?

Did the myocardial 
infarction occur in 

the six months prior 
to injury?

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm
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Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”
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*Consistent with the CDC 2014 Fact Sheet. The 
term “peripheral vascular disease (PVD)” can be 
used interchangeably with “PAD.”

Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD)

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”
Is there a diagnosis of 

peripheral arterial 
disease (PAD) 

documented?*

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes.”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

No
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Yes

Was the PAD 
present prior to 

injury?

Yes

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No



*Pregnancy must be confirmed by lab, ultrasound, or 
other diagnostic tool if diagnosis was not 
documented. This data element must be reported 
for all records submitted to TQIP, males and females.

Pregnancy

START Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”Was the patient pregnant 
prior to arrival?

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes.”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes

No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm

Consistent with the most recent version of the 2022 NTDS Data Dictionary
Refer to complete NTDS definition for additional information 

Copyright 2022 American College of Surgeons

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No

Was the pregnancy confirmed by 
lab, ultrasound, or other 

diagnostic tool OR was there a 
diagnosis of pregnancy?*

Yes



Prematurity

START

Report “NA”

Is there a diagnosis of 
prematurity 

documented?

Is there documentation that the 
patient was delivered before 37 

weeks of pregnancy were 
completed?

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes.”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm
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Is the patient’s past 
medical history 

available?

Report “NK/NR”

NoYes

Is the patient < 18 
years-of-age?



*A few of examples of chronic medical conditions 
that could require corticosteroids are COPD, 
asthma, rheumatologic disease, rheumatoid 
arthritis, and inflammatory bowel disease.

Steroid Use

START
Is the patient’s past 

medical history 
available?

Report “NK/NR”

Did the patient have a chronic 
medical condition that required 

regular administration of 
corticosteroid medications 
within 30 days of injury?*

Was the medication 
an oral or parenteral 

corticosteroid 
medication?**

Yes No

Yes

No

Yes No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm

Consistent with the most recent version of the 2022 NTDS Data Dictionary
Refer to complete NTDS definition for additional information 

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

**Exclude corticosteroids that are administered by 
inhalation, topically, or rectally. Examples of oral or 
parenteral steroid medications are prednisone and 
dexamethasone.
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Was the chronic 
medical condition 

present prior to injury?

No

Yes

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”



*The NTDS definition is consistent with the 
American Psychological Association (APA) DSM 5, 
2013. Refer to the APA  and/or the TPM/TMD for 
more information. 

Substance Use Disorder

START
Is the patient’s past 

medical history 
available?

Report “NK/NR”

Was the patient diagnosed with one of the following substance use disorders?*
• Cannabis Use Disorder
• Phencyclidine Use Disorder
• Inhalant Use Disorder
• Opioid Use Disorder
• Sedative, Hypnotic, or Anxiolytic Use Disorder
• Stimulant Use Disorder

Are there descriptors documented that are consistent with the DSM 5 diagnostic criteria of one of the following?*
• Cannabis Use Disorder
• Phencyclidine Use Disorder
• Inhalant Use Disorder
• Opioid Use Disorder
• Sedative, Hypnotic, or Anxiolytic Use Disorder
• Stimulant Use Disorder

Was the substance 
use disorder 

present prior to 
arrival?

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

2022 NTDS Pre-Existing Condition Algorithm
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Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

No
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Was the treatment for the substance 
use disorder prior to injury?

Yes

Yes No

Report 
Element Value 

“2. No”

Report 
Element Value 

“1. Yes”


